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of reproduction in the closest anatomical and even physio-
logical association with the body's principal channels of
excretion.

' The intimate connection of the operation of these
two impulses with that of the sex instinct is clearly illus-
trated by the fashions of dress of almost every country and
every age, and especially clearly perhaps by contemporary
fashions in women's dress. It is a disputed question
whether clothing was primarily used for the concealment
or for the display of the body. The former view has been
commonly accepted ; but of late several authors have
argued that the primitive function of clothing was to
adorn and to draw attention to the sex characters of the
body. But there is, I think, little room for doubt that
clothing has from the first served both purposes ; as it
certainly does at the present time. In many subtle ways
woman's dress manages, without transgressing the limits
set by convention, to draw attention to and to accentuate
her secondary sex characters ; and that it serves at the
same time to conceal the body is also obvious. And many
masculine fashions of dress serve the same two opposed
purposes.

The foregoing remarks on pudor, coyness, and bash-
fulness in sex relations bear out the view that their almost
sudden onset or increase at about the eighth or ninth
year is due to the awakening of the sex instinct. These
considerations justify us in accepting as well founded the
view that in the normal child the sex instinct first begins
to make itself felt about the eighth year, though it is
possible that even in normally constituted children it may
be precociously awakened in some degree by improper
influences. The most positive evidence that the instinct
is commonly functional in the period of childhood proper
is afforded by the frequency of cases in which children,
through lack of control, bad example, and only too fre-
quently the malpractices of older persons upon them, are
led to exercise or to attempt to exercise the bodily activities
of sex, not only under the form of self-abuse, but also as
more or less successful efforts at connection with one
another.